


What is A Fountajn Pen?

=

A fountain pen is a porfable d;‘pfen.’
They can be almost infinitely customized and tailored o suijt
the user’s preferences, and as you'll soon find,

there are A |0T of different kinds of fountain Fens.’
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:'nhzlz:sc:rf&:‘?c inks, and feeds

or converter. can vastly change
how your pen works.

When the ~Ink £flows down
nib is 7~ through the
f:rgsse_d- 7% sectjon, info
the feed and
down the nib.




How Did e Get Into Fountain Pens?

Ammy: [ think the first “nib type” pen [ bought was a
Pilot Parallel fen, because one of my favourite
artists at te time was always using one.

Shortly after, | started working at my current job and
my boss is a huge fountain pen nerd; we'd efaf sbout
brands and inks, and eventually [ started seeking out my
very first “official” fountain pen.

[t was a Jinhao X750 that [ bought for under ten bucks
on Amazon and still use fo this day!

Jey: [ started doing
comics in L0]3 and was
using dip pens because
that’s how E-K- Weaver

was doing “T] and Amal”.
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Nibs
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There are many fpoes of nibs

(and many ways to tajlor nibs), but the

main types you'll come across are:

Pointed

-standard fountain pen shape

-comes in different sizes
extra fine, fine, medjum, broad)

owever these sizes can
vary between companjes
-can a|so be a flex nib:
the nib will flex and create
variations in ine thickness

Broad/[talic

-sized by the millimeter
widt} of their tip
-traditionally used for
writing, however, can
make nteresting lines

for drawing

Stub

-not as flat as the
broad/italic nib, but not

pointed like the pointed
nib: an inbetween of
the two

Husfc.

-not standard, more of a
[uxury nib (expensive
~traditionally used for
writing sheet music, it jas
three gfnes (can have two)
and is very flexible!

Nibs can be made from
different metals and
alloys: typically they are
made Lrom stajnless steel,
but fhey can also be made
from 9old, which is softer
and springier.

There are severa| tutorials on the
infernet on how to shave down nibs,
heatset them, and other fun
customijzatjon fa!;s, but [d
recommend these once
you're a bit more
experienced.

Fe sure to wear
the right saﬁfy

zfu:‘,amen :




ﬂﬁadies & Converters |/§ Carfridges

Fountain pen bodies can be made of almost any
material, but common materials incfude:
steel, acrylic, ebonite, and varijous alloys.

Clear acrylic demonstrators are my personal
favourite, as you can easily tell your
ink leve| - ,o}us they're neat to ook at!

The big plus to fountain pens as opposed to dip ”:a::s iﬁlf;ﬁf:r

ens s the fact that they are equipped with : o
ef;'tﬁer a converter or a carﬁd‘qe? Afian verter "";ir;ff;;;:j ::ﬂzfﬂ'e
is a smal| reservoir that allows the pen to draw || cost-effective way of
up ink through the nib to refill the reservoir, filling up your pen:’

while a car idge is Frz-,fi”ed and one-yse. No need to buy one-use
cartridges and you can

then pick your own ink!

.-

your purpose
as £&¢.ﬂ

SERVED!

There are several types of converters:
piston, squeeze, p’unger, and some even bujlt info tfe pen itself

(e9- TWBS! Eco)-

Sate— — )\mNED)

Piston Squeeze P}unger
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Different brands of fountain pens use their own special
converters. Most are not infercﬂangca”c.




Now you need £
consider inks!

Think about what you need
in an ink to f.c’f you narrow
it down, because your
choices are jnfinite.

Y/ NEVER use india

ink in a fountain
and damage i

pen safe ink-

= ——

pen! [t will c!a_z it
Always buy {auniain

Fountain pen ink
lubricates the feed
s0 the ink can stay o
in the pen for a Jong

time without
drying out.

Ti,fngs to consider:
colour, drying Sfecd,
water resistance, |ubrication

Colourful Brands

Diamwwe PioT 1RSI ZURM,

Fast Drying
q O

SALR FENTLE PELAKAN 4001

Waferf roof

PLAT \NuMm m&&lrl DEATRAMENTIS

VT llowe] inbcan ke difberent

e next.

How wet a pen or ink is can
h really change how
l its lines foak.

€5 best 4o try ¥
as many inks
as you can.

from one pen to t

Until you find the combo
of pen and ink tfat’s fusf
rfg{f for you.

Some shops will sell (R

: tester bottles for
High
i adi under $2,
é Lugrication b so you won't Jave to break
MONTEVER DE Noop Lefls £.6b- the bank while ’Mkfﬂj!




Putting ink to How absorbent or smoot)

=

paper mj It seem (J your paper s can change
fikeLmE ZEQ d,eaf g how your ink looks aﬁ
ut It 5.

the page.

W

Things to consider:

weight, bleed-throug), feathering, drying speed, ghosting

_ Meignt Smooth vs Toothy Ghosting

Heavier papers take

inks better a;d help P T
aQajns (Ll |
“A smoot) paper s B

1’
u}an’t ,geaiéer as g
badly as tooty paperl |eipimn A F
’f ' C..t“‘ P

but the ink will | |_ink 7| T o
take fanger to dry.

el | f&;}“ﬁ;’ﬁﬁié‘j’ ’

aper and can rub off
ﬂs Fﬂﬁfﬂ the next page. l

2y

10lbs copy paper is not
recommended as a

fountain pen paper.

Try some brands |ike
%ﬂadia, Fabriano
or (Jéire,fanfaine!
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Sfaring and (leaning

Taking qood care of

your fountain pen can give

Fe kind fo if and

it a long and pealthy [ife.

i

it could |ast you for:fer
than you expected.

-Store your pen Store horizontal] | Store nib up | | Store nib down
inc.; cool, dry place

~Clean your pen

every ZIQ' wfeks @:@ W

-Don’t |eave your Good for most

pen in direct pens, it ke.e.FS

sunlight ink statjonary

~Clean your pen and stays Good for pens Good for dry
when changing inks i in the feed that gush ink pens that skip

[D Empty any ink that's in the pen

Take apart the pen, removing the

converter, nib, and feed if you can

7
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Run the parts of the pen under
warm water unt| t)e
water runs c’ear

Y\ Place your pen parts on a paper
fam"} U'I"Fc.’dﬂ and i
let them ajr dry




Troublespooting

e —

If something does happen
to your pen, there’s 3 few
things you can do to
hopefully 3efdyaur pen in

warkmg order agajn.

Sometimes f},fngs
appen and your
pen might not be
warkin_z how you
expected jt to.

Nib is scratchy?
J-re-align the tines: rof[ the
nib ,f;'rm? a9ainst the paper

with your ﬁnger
l.draw cjreles in
rough paper

Skipping or not writing?
? ]-prime the feed: use the
converter fo push ink
down into the feed
1.tap the nib gently
a9ainst the paper to
shake down the ink
info the nib |
<R
A

Tar

Dripping or gushing? Clogged and dried out!
|-make sure the nib fits the feed -fill {fregufar Sizzd v
1. heatset the feed: put the pen CUP Wity Watm watel -
(without ink) in laaﬁing wa[er and disp soap

for 30 seconds and old the ||
nib and feed togetjer
with your fingers.

-put the whole pen =
."an},e water ang [ef If

soak for [-1 hours

-take the pen apart I, =
E, o

J and follow the cleaning « R
instructions from before ;

B’ !
= v -if jt still dogsn’
c4 A work, repeat!

Be prepared Lo get messy when
troubleshooting or hacking your pens!

*never use bleach, .}r.efone, or
aleopol on your pens!




Qur Recommendatjons

Ammy: For your first fountain pen, ['d really
recommend Fountain Pen Revolution’s pens; they're
affordable, offer a Luge selection, make their
own pens, and pave one of the best flex nibs ['ve

tried so far!

They also have fantastic customer service!

For a nicer, more polished pen, ['ve found
that the TWJBfEca is a gorgeously
fabricated pen, and the body (s sturdy,
crystaf clear and Aigﬂ-fuafify-

Jey: For my recommendations, jere’s
. my two current favourite pens, and a
real qood, afforable beginner pen:

Noeodler's Konrad with a Fountain Pen Revolution flex nib:

RCRIR Il my 9o to inking pen

=~

$34@ g0

Sailor Fude DE Mannen 55: almost exclusively used for comic making
(T 7 *inked this zine wit} t}is pen

Qe Al SCOER -

Jey's beginner fountain pen recommendation: Pilot Metropolitan
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Resaurces

Recommended Stores
wonderpens.ca

fcf,oens. com

revolutionusa.com TWE"
Fprevolution J:/{ REVOLUTION

gaulefpens.cam

Fountain pen uides

gouletpens. cam/pages/,founfain-pen- 101
jetpens. cam/bfa_g/ﬂ,e-Legfnners-‘gujde-fa -[aunfain-pens/pf/ﬂl?

fountainpennetwork. com/forum/




The Pen Ent/,usiasts

Ammy is a full-time illustrator working out of Toronto.
He likes drawing queer fantasy, monsters and animals wearing clothes.

@t}esand|ord I twitfer

Jey is a 1ueer/nanbfnary freelance artist who uses their collection
of fountain pens on their two webcomics: Dead City and Gender §lices.

@feypawlik | tumb|r | twitter | instagram

jpawlik-com



Thanks for Reading
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